Out of hours emergency dental service provision in Scotland--a survey of Health Boards.
Dental practitioners are a source of out of hours emergency dental care, but Health Boards in Scotland have been encouraged to make certain additional provision. A survey carried out in July 1991 has shown that ten of the 15 Scottish Health Boards operate a centralised, out of hours emergency dental service. The areas without such a service are mainly rural and with a small population, where setting up a scheme would be expensive and difficult. Only one Health Board operates a weekday service, but all of the Boards which provide a service operate it at weekends and on public holidays. There is considerable variation in the extent and use of the services provided by the different health boards. The greatest use of emergency dental services is in areas where the dentist:population ratio is good.